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were not a jfata morgana, a mirage in the desert: the more one
is in the soup, especially when one is ill, the more one thinks
of such possibilities. I see, therefore, in this plan another
definite proof that he is wasting his time, and that the best
thing would be to put him on his feet as soon as possible/'
Gauguin had in fact conceived an idea for financing himself
and other painters who had independent ideas and little
money, and although his plan came to nothing, it was not to be
the last time that he thought of a way of curing his now
apparently chronic impecuniosity. In the same letter Van Gogh
prepares his brother for the idea that he has in his head, that
Gauguin should be invited to stay in Aries as a guest. "... I
should therefore be very surprised if he were not happy to
come, but the expenses of the hotel and of the journey are
made the more difficult on account of the doctor's bill: so it will
be very difficult* It seems to me that he ought to leave the
debt unpaid and some pictures as a security. I was obliged
to do the same thing in order to come to Paris," A little
later he at last indicates to his brother his intention of offering
Gauguin hospitality. ". , . He must eat, go for walks with me
in the beautiful countryside ... see the house as it is and as we
shall make it, and finally take proper relaxation. He has
certainly been living inexpensively, but it has made him ill
until he cannot distinguish a gay tone from a sad one. Well!
It is not worth while. It is high time that he came, and he will
get better quickly; in the meantime, forgive me if I exceed
my budget, I shall work the more."
Vincent was then living in a part of a small yellow-washed
house with red-tiled floors in the Place Lamartine outside
the old walls of Aries, and had spent much time and thought,
and all his money, on decorating and furnishing the rooms for
the day when Gauguin would be able to come. The two rooms
on the ground floor were to be used as studios, while on the
first floor, that was reached by a short staircase and a long
corridor, were two small bedrooms, with high ceilings, that
communicated* Vincent had painted the walls and furniture